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that it should be a social disaster. The upstart
aristocracy of the future had their teeth in the carcass,
and, having tasted blood, they were not to be whipped
off by a sermon. The Government of Edward VI, like
all Tudor Governments, made its experiment in fixing
just prices. What the astute Gresham, its financial
adviser, thought of restricting commerce to persons
of piety, we do not know, but can guess. As for the
schools, what it did for them Mr. Leach has told us.
It swept them away wholesale in order to distribute
* their endowments among courtiers. There were pro-
bably more schools in proportion to the population at
the end of the fifteenth century than there were in the
middle of the nineteenth, " These endowments were
confiscated by the State, and many still line the
pockets of the descendants of the statesmen of the
day/'» " King Edward VI's Grammar Schools "
are the schools which King Edward VI did not
destroy.
The disillusionment was crushing. Was it sur-
prising that the reformers should ask what had become
of the devout imaginations of social righteousness, which
were to have been realized as the result of a godly
reformation ? The end of Popery, the curtailment of
ecclesiastical privileges, six new bishoprics, lectureships
in Greek and Latin in place of the disloyal subject of
the canon law, the reform of doctrine and ritual—side
by side with these good things had come some less
edifying changes, the ruin of much education, the cessa-
tion of much charity, a raid on corporate property which
provoked protests even in the House of Commons,11
and for ten years a sinister hum, as of the floating of an
immense land syndicate, with favourable terms for all
sufficiently rich, or influential, or mean, to get in on the
ground floor. The men who had invested in the Re-
formation when it was still a gambling stock naturally
nursed the security, and denounced the revolting
peasants as communists, with the mystical reverence

